Introductory: Backgrounds and Forerunners
Which was late so dusk, and obscene, and blind,
Now 'tis an ocean
Of clear emotion,
A heaven of serene and mighty motion.
They felt, with Wordsworth,
a sense sublime
Of something far more deeply interfused,
Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns,
And the round ocean and the living air,
And the blue sky, and in the mind of man.
But towards the middle of the century there was a shift
toward the mechanistic view again. This time it was not the
physicists who were responsible for it, but the biologists, and,
to some degree, the technologists. The machines which were
to have liberated men from the curse of Adam and to have
created a new heaven on a new earth had only succeeded in
creating more machines and greater inequalities of wealth.
The theory of the survival of the fittest had substituted for the
mysterious workings of Providence a process which looked
more like the survival of the survivors. Matthew Arnold was
crying out with desperate anxiety against
this strange disease of modern life,
With its sick hurry, its divided aims,
while Tennyson, less troubled by the fever of an industrial
civilization than by the Darwinian hypothesis, stretched "vain
hands of faith", and groped, while
Nature, red in tooth and claw
With ravine, shriek'd against his creed.
Poets ceased to write rhapsodies glorifying an abstract Liberty.
They began to attend more closely to the concrete realities of
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